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French admission sparks
questions in Greenpeace case |

By Christopher Smart Laurent Fabius’s admission Sun-

Special to The Christian Science Monitor day that French agents bombed the
Pe  SELp Bt done Tl o el

Questions about the Greenpeace CWRX
affair have intensified rather than e Minister Fabius
diminished in the wake of the conceded that the investigator he
French government’s admission appointed last month to examine the
that its own agents blew affair, Bernard Tricot,
up the protest ship July had been lied to, Mr. Fa-
10. bius never said who had
lied. The confirmation
that French agents had
been ordered to carry out
what amounts to a com-
mando raid on foreign
territory is also sure to
hurt France's image

As a result, the politi-
cal position of the gov-
ermnment of President
Francois Mitterrand has
continued to weaken.

The main question is:
Who gave the order to s O
sink the Greenpeace ship ® 1 abroad, analysts said.
Rainbow Warrior? Fablus’s admission Mr. Fabius told New
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ief, that the affair had damaged rela-
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sponsibility to that of having ordered sur-
veillance of the Greenpeace organization,
said the money for the operation had been
approved by Gen. Jean Saulnier, Presi-
dent Mitterrand’s top military aide at the
time. Hernu is also a very close friend of
the President's. ‘

What none of the analysts seem able to .

answer is why the government would
want the Rainbow Warrior scuttled. The
ship was about to lead a protest flotilla to

France'’s nuclear test site in the South Pa-

cific, but the French Navy has headed off
similar campaigns in the past. The explo-
sions that sank the ship in Auckland,
New Zealand, killed one Greenpeace crew
member. :
Some have suggested that an order

may have been misinterpreted or deliber-
ately vague. Focus has been brought back
to the report by Mr. Tricot, whose find-
ings have now been discredited, but who
revealed a number of curious details.

His report disclosed a note to Hernu
from Adm. Heori Fages, direcior of the

1] 'ter or Nu ests,

on French intelligence agents to “forecast

and __ anticipate _the actions of

" had un twi

%g' the la_hgg tly sinister connotation of
[ 0! ."

Tricot concluded in the end that the
meaning was innocent and that nothing
more than a surveillance mission had
been ordered.

But the prime minister’s admission
that a sabotage order was indeed given
raises new questions about the note. -

There ‘are scores of questions and

Greenpeace.” Tricot said that ‘‘antici-
: ! Jerfined twice &

ing about the admitted

'rapid and vigorous denial, calling the re-
port a “‘fabric of lies.”

Mr. Fabius said Sunday night ‘that his
announcement was based on the initial
findings of Paul Quilds, the former minis-
ter of urban affairs, housing, .and trans-

ter of urban affairs and housing could, in
24 hours, learn what Charles Hernu didn't
know after 2); months,” wrote Serge
July, editor of the daily Libération.

appear particularly vulnerable in this new
round of speculation, especially now that
Hermu and Lacoste are gone.

Opposition party members have al-
ready renewed their cries for Fabius and
Mitterrand to accept responsibility for the
mission. N

Jean-Claude Gaudin, parliamentary
leader of the center-right Union for
French Democracy, said that the depar-
tures of the defense minister and the intel-
ligence chief ‘‘do not settle the problem of
the real responsibility.”

“It is unthinkable,” he said, “‘that the
highest authorities of the state were not
aware [of the mission].” -
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